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It is known that in the summer of 1768, Captain James Cook sailed from England on H.M.S

Endeavour, beginning a three-year voyage around the world on a secret mission to discover an

unknown continent at the bottom of the globe. What is less known is that a boy by the name of

Nicholas Young was a stowaway on that ship.Newbery winner Karen Hesse re-creates Cook's

momentous voyage through the eyes of this remarkable boy, creating a fictional journal filled with

fierce hurricanes, warring natives, and disease, as Nick discovers new lands, incredible creatures,

and lifelong friends.
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In 1768 Captain Cook set about in the ship Endeavor for a secret mission, the first of his 3 historic

journeys to chart new lands around the world, chart the stars, and discover new species of plants

and wildlife. Joining the able crew was a small group of scientific gentlemen or "naturalists" and their

servants, broken into various specialties such as botany, zoology, and astronomy. Little did the

Captain know that a stowaway was on board - 11 year old Nicholas was running from a brutal

apprenticeship into the only place he could think of, the adventure of the sea. Lucky for young Nick

the Captain is not brutal like many others, but he does run a tight, disciplined ship. Nick is put to

work, and he works hard. He receives valuable training in several areas in addition to sailor skills,



he helps the ships medical officers, and the naturalists. Because Nick has a very curious mind and

an eager nature, he is made a formal part of the crew and allowed to draw pay like any other

seaman aboard. There is plenty of excitement with the ship's crew facing disease, storms, strange

natives, and uncharted islands. A midshipman named Mr. Bootie decides it is his job to try to get

Nick in trouble or be cruel to him, to the point that he is a danger to Nick's life.We the reader join the

story through Nick's eyes, as we are reading his journal. He makes an entry almost every day for

the 2 years that they are at sea, and through his journal we also observe his growth into a sharp

eyed young man that is very likable and gains the respect of his shipmates. It is a dramatized piece

of history by the Newberry award winning writer. The author combed the actual records on the real

life voyage of the Endeavor, in order to make the book as factual as possible.
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